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Ginzburg (Achad Haam). He maintained that only
in a national life of their own could the Jews collec-
tively and individually express the Jewish spirit and
fulfil its highest potentialities. The argument is,
briefly, this. The Jews are at present spiritually
repressed and culturally stifled. They have a spiritual
life of their own; but they cannot express it col-
lectively because they are in a minority, individually
because they fear to be different from their neigh-
bours. They have a culture of their own; the en-
vironment, however, does not encourage it, but rather
represses it. Only in a national homeland of their
own can the Jews be spiritually effective and
culturally creative.

The two arguments, or motives, are really one,
which may be put in this way. The burden on the
Jews is that they are everywhere a minority, so that
physically and politically they are subject to the will
of a majority that is not always friendly, and spiritually
they suffer under the pressure of an environment
dominated by non-Jewish influences, which prevent
the Jews from expressing their inner life* Palestine
especially suited those who felt the "spiritual"
impulse to Jewish nationalism. It was the most
suitable country for their " cultural ** aims. There
they could be most fully true to themselves, developing